THINK ON GOOD THINGS
PHILIPPIANS 4:8
Before We Judge Others
Heavenly Father,
Help us remember that the jerk who cut us
off in traffic last night is a single mother who worked
nine hours that day and is rushing home to cook
dinner, help with homework, do the laundry, and
spend a few precious moments with her children.
Help us to remember that the pierced,
tattooed, disinterested young man who can’t make
change correctly is a worried 19-year-old college
student, balancing his apprehension over final exams
with his fear of not getting his student loans for next
semester.
Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum
begging for money in the same spot every day (who
really ought to get a job!) is a slave to addictions that
we can only imagine in our worst nightmares.
Help us to remember that the old couple
walking annoyingly slow through the store aisles and
blocking our shopping progress are savoring this
moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy report
she got back last week, this will be the last year that
they go shopping together.
Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of
all the gifts you give us, the greatest gift is love. It is
not enough to share that love with those we hold
dear. Open our hearts not to just those who are close
to us, but to all humanity.
Let us be slow to judge and quick to forgive,
showing patience, empathy, and love.
“All things whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them ” —Matthew 7:12

GOD’S PLAN FOR SAVING MAN
God's Grace
- Ephesians 2:8
Christ's Blood
- Romans 5:9
The Holy Spirit's Gospel
- Romans 1:16
Sinner's Faith
- Acts 16:31
Sinner's Repentance
- Luke 13:3
Sinner's Confession
- Romans 10:10
Sinner's Baptism
- 1 Peter 3:21
Christian's Work
- James 2:24
Christian's Hope
- Romans 8:24
Christian's Endurance
- Revelation 2:10
Two boys from the city were on a
camping trip. The mosquitoes
were so fierce the boys had to
hide under their blankets to keep
from being bitten. Then one of
them saw some lightning bugs,
and said to his friend: -We might
as well give up, they're coming at
us with flashlights!
“A merry heart doeth good…”
- Proverbs 17:22

What Time Is It?
A few years ago, there was a commercial which
asked, “It’s 10 o’clock; do you know where your
children are?” This commercial has always
seemed to stick in my mind. I could not tell you
what was being advertised or spoken of in the
commercial, but I can tell you that it has a real
application in the lives of men today. For many
today the time in their lives is 10 o’clock, and
soon their souls will be required. Perhaps we are
nearing 10 o’clock ourselves. Do we know
where we are?
The lifespan of a person is around 74 years. I am
sure that this fluctuates somewhat depending
upon location or vocation, but this is the average
age. Moses wrote about the brevity of life, “For
it is soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psalm
90:10). The point is this: Man at best will not be
here long, and truthfully is not guaranteed a moment. The clock may stop
at any time. I can name numerous friends who have passed from this life
before they really had a chance to begin to live. Many of those,
unfortunately, had not made preparation for the life after this one and will
be lost, and so will we if we lay not up treasures in heaven.
Perhaps we think that we will live long enough to make things right. That
is a great risk. The time to be saved is now for each one of us. Someone has
made a mathematical parallel of the lifespan with a 24 hour day. It is as
follows; see what time it is in your life.
If you are 15 years old…………………. it’s 8:51 a.m.
If you are 20 years old…………………. it’s 11:08 a.m.
If you are 25 years old…………………. it’s 12:25 p.m.
If you are 30 years old………………….. it’s 1:25 p.m.
If you are 35 years old………………….. it’s 2:59 p.m.
If you are 40 years old………………….. it’s 4:16 p.m.
If you are 45 years old…………………. it’s 5:43 p.m.
If you are 50 years old………………….. it’s 6:50 p.m.
If you are 55 years old………………….. it’s 8:08 p.m.
If you are 60 years old………………….. it’s 10:00 p.m.
If you are 70, you are getting near…….. MIDNIGHT
While we are not all 60-years-old, I will repeat the earlier question. “It’s 10
o’clock; do you know where you are?” How many people have wondered
where the time went? James 4:14 shows the brevity of life in certain terms,
“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
It is a vapour, that appeareth for little time, and then vanisheth away.” It is
always my hope that you will make the most of today and look to God for
salvation. —Daniel F. Cates, Philadelphia, Mississippi

Why people go to church
Some go to church to laugh and talk. Some go there to smirk and balk.
Some go there to meet a friend. Some go there with time to spend.
Some go there to meet a bride. Some go there a fault to hide.
Some go there for speculation. Some go there for observation.
Some go there to doze and nod. The Wise go there to worship God.
“ . . . worship God” —Revelation 22:9

Neighborly News
THE GREAT I AM!
He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end. He is Creator of all and the keeper of Creation. He is the architect of
the universe and the manager of all tunes. He always was, He always is, and He always will be.. .unmoved, unchanged,
undefeated, but never undone.
He was bruised but brought healing. He was pierced but eases pain. He was bound but brought free-dom. He was dead but
brought life. He was buried but raises us.
He reigns and brings peace.
The world can’t understand Him, armies can’t defeat Him,
schools can’t fully explain Him, and leaders can’t ignore Him.
Herod couldn’t kill him, the Pharisees couldn’t confuse Him,
and the people couldn’t hold Him. Nero couldn’t crush Him,
Hitler couldn’t silence Him, the New Age can’t replace Him,
and talk show pundits can’t explain Him away.
He is light, love, longevity, and Lord. He is goodness, kindness,
gen-tleness, and God. He is holy, righteous, mighty, powerful,
and pure. His ways are right; His word is eternal; His will is
unchanging; and His mind is on me.
He is my Redeemer. He is my Savior. He is my guide. He is my
peace. He is my joy. He is my comfort. He is my Lord. I serve
Him because His bond is love, His burden is light, and His goal
for me is abundant life. I follow Him because He is the wisdom of the wise, the power of the powerful, the ancient of
days, the ruler of rulers, the leader of leaders, and the sovereign Lord of all that was and is and is to come.
If that seems impressive to you, think of this. His goal is a relationship with ME! He will never leave me, never forsake
me, never mislead me, never for-get me, never overlook me, and never cancel my appointment.
When I fall, He lifts me up. When I fail, He forgives. When I am weak, He is strong. When I am lost, He is the way.
When I am afraid, He is my courage. When I stumble, He steadies me. When I am hurt, He heals me. When I am bro-ken,
He mends me. When I am blind, He leads me. When I am hungry, He feeds me. When I face trials, He is with me. When I
face persecution, He shields me. When I face problems, He comforts me. When I face loss, He provides for me. When I
face death, He carries me home.
He is everything for everybody, everywhere, every time, and every way. He is God. He is faithful. I am His, and He is
Mine! —Author Unknown
“Fear not … I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward!” -Genesis 15:1b
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